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Guide of Reference for Languages 

 
A person of this level: 

 
 

Level Listening Speaking Reading Writing 

A1 

 

Can understand 

simple words and 

formulaic 

expressions as used 

in greetings. 

 

Can say only 

formulaic phrases 

as used in everyday 

greetings. In most 

daily situations, 

he/she needs to 

resort to pointing or 

other gestures to 

support his/her 

language. 

 

 

Can read only a 

very limited 

number of words; 

hardly able to 

understand full 

sentences. 

 

Can write only a 

very limited 

number of words 

A2 

 

Can recognize 

familiar words and 

phrases provided 

speech is slowly 

and clearly 

articulated. Can 

comprehend 

fragments of daily 

conversation and 

very simple 

instructions. 

 

Can engage in 

conversation that 

fulfils the minimal 

demands such as 

shopping, ordering 

at a restaurant or 

asking how to get to 

the destination 

with the help of 

others or by 

gestures. Can talk 

about him/herself 

or his/her family in 

simple short 

sentences with a 

limited vocabulary. 

 

 

Can read familiar 

names and words 

on notices, posters 

and memos written 

in simple sentences 

and illustrated with 

pictures or figures. 

Can understand 

very simple 

sentences. 

 

Can write very 

short sentences and 

memos but weak in 

spelling. Can fill in 

simple forms with 

his/her personal 

details, for 

example, name, 

nationality, and 

address. 

B1 

 

Can comprehend 

basic daily 

conversations 

relating to familiar 

topics or to his/her 

sphere of activity if 

spoken clearly and 

at slower speed. 

Can exchange 

information if the 

other person is 

ready to help 

him/her by 

repeating or 

rephrasing what 

has been said. 

 

Can interact using 

simple phrases and 

expressions in 

everyday 

conversation and in 

his/her sphere of 

activity, though not 

fluently, and with 

inadequate word 

usage. Unable to 

carry smooth 

conversation, and 

yet, able to use 

simple expressions 

for asking for 

permission 

/suggestion 

/request, agreeing, 

and disagreeing, 

 

Can read simple 

letters and e-mails. 

Can find specific 

information in 

guidebooks, menus, 

and timetables 

 

Can write 

elementary 

sentences, though 

still weak in the 

basics of grammar 

and the size of 

vocabulary. Can 

write a simple 

postcard. Can fill in 

forms, for example 

entering his/her 

personal details on 

a hotel registration 

card. 
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giving reasons and 

the like. 

B2 

 

Can comprehend 

the messages of 

different kinds in 

the workplace and 

in daily life, but 

still needs to ask 

for repetition when 

the topic is 

concerned with 

difficult matters. 

Can understand the 

gist of many radio 

or TV programs on 

matters of his/her 

immediate interest 

provided the 

delivery is 

relatively slow. 

 

Can talk 

extendedly and 

with ease about 

his/her field or the 

one he/she is 

interested in. Can 

discuss and explain 

matters in those 

areas, but not yet 

able to fully express 

complex and 

abstract ideas. 

 

Can roughly 

understand 

passages about 

general topics. Able 

to read easy 

brochures and 

instructions. Can 

read easy novels, 

essays, and reports. 

 

Can write brief 

memos, records, 

and journals about 

his/her assignment. 

Can write clearly 

and in detail about 

a wide range of 

themes relating to 

his/her interests 

C1 

 

Can accurately 

comprehend 

messages and 

basically follow 

what is going on in 

a meeting, but still 

unable to follow 

complicated 

discussions and 

explanations. Can 

understand 

extended speech 

and lectures 

provided the speech 

is familiar to 

him/her. Can 

understand most of 

TV or radio news. 

 

Can speak 

accurately and 

concretely about 

everyday situations 

and his/her 

specialty without 

difficulty. Can 

express his/her 

opinion clearly in a 

meeting or in 

negotiation.   

 

Can read 

complicated, long 

passages on various 

subjects. Can read 

novels or 

newspapers 

without a 

dictionary. Can 

understand 

specialized subjects 

which do not relate 

to his/her field or 

interest. 

 

Can take notes of 

lectures in his/her 

field of 

specialization using 

technical 

vocabulary. Can 

write clearly and 

correctly what 

he/she wants to say 

in letters or essays. 

C2 

 

Has no difficulty in 

understanding any 

kind of spoken 

language, whether 

live or broadcast. 

However, he/she 

will take some time 

to become familiar 

with some strong 

accents. 

 

Can express his/her 

opinions or feelings 

most adequately. 

Able to speak in an 

educated way. Can 

express him/herself 

fluently and convey 

delicate nuances. 

Can argue logically 

and persuasively. 

 

Can read advanced 

passages using 

technical 

expressions and 

vocabulary. Can 

understand almost 

every kind of 

documents. 

 

Can write long 

complex well-

structured reports 

or letters, using a 

variety of 

expressions. Has a 

broad active 

vocabulary. 

 
 


